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Title      Author Genre Description 

Among the 
Hidden 

Margaret 
Peterson 
Haddix 

Mystery 

In a future where the Population Police enforce the law limiting a family to only two children, 
Luke, an illegal third child, has lived all his twelve years in isolation and fear on his family's 
farm in this start to the Shadow Children series from Margaret Peterson Haddix. 
Luke has never been to school. He's never had a birthday party, or gone to a friend's house 
for an overnight. In fact, Luke has never had a friend. Luke is one of the shadow children, a 
third child forbidden by the Population Police. He's lived his entire life in hiding, and now, with 
a new housing development replacing the woods next to his family's farm, he is no longer 
even allowed to go outside. 

Okay for 
Now 

Gary D. 
Schmidt 

Realistic 
Fiction 

Doug struggles to be more than the "skinny thug" that some people think him to be. He finds 
an unlikely ally in Lil Spicer, who gives him the strength to endure an abusive father, the 
suspicions of a town, and the return of his oldest brother, forever scarred, from Vietnam. 
Schmidt expertly weaves multiple themes of loss and recovery in a story teeming with 
distinctive, unusual characters and invaluable lessons about love, creativity, and survival. 

Restart 
Gordon 
Korman 

Realistic  
Fiction 

Chase Ambrose doesn’t remember falling off the roof. He doesn’t remember hitting his head. 
In fact, he doesn’t remember anything. He wakes up in a hospital room and suddenly has to 
learn his whole life over again … starting with his own name. 
Okay, he’s Chase. But who is Chase? Soon he’s hearing stories of the alpha jock and bully 
who held a reign of terror over an entire school. Is that the person he was … and is destined 
to be again? Is it possible to restart? 

Hunger 
Games 

Suzanne 
Collins 

Science 
Fiction/ 

Dystopian 

In the ruins of a place once known as North America lies the nation of Panem, a shining 
Capitol surrounded by twelve outlying districts. The Capitol keeps the districts in line by 
forcing them all to send one boy and one girl between the ages of twelve and eighteen to 
participate in the annual Hunger Games, a fight to the death on live TV. 

Fablehaven 
Brandon 

Mull 
Fantasy 

For centuries, mystical creatures of all description were gathered to a hidden refuge called 
Fablehaven to prevent their extinction. The sanctuary survives today as one of the last 
strongholds of true magic in a cynical world. Enchanting? Absolutely. Exciting? You bet. 
Safe? Well, actually, quite the opposite… 

Kendra and her brother Seth have no idea their grandfather is the current caretaker of 
Fablehaven. Inside the gated woods, ancient laws give relative order among greedy trolls, 
mischievous satyrs, plotting witches, spiteful imps, and jealous fairies. However, when the 
rules get broken, an arcane evil is unleashed, forcing Kendra and Seth to face the greatest 
challenge of their lives. To save her family, Fablehaven, and perhaps the world, Kendra must 
find the courage to do what she fears most. 

Life as we 
Knew it 

Susan B. 
Pfeffer 

Science  
Fiction 

High school sophomore Miranda’s disbelief turns to fear in a split second when an asteroid 
knocks the moon closer to Earth, like "one marble hits another." The result is catastrophic. 
How can her family prepare for the future when worldwide tsunamis are wiping out the 
coasts, earthquakes are rocking the continents, and volcanic ash is blocking out the sun? As 

http://www.npr.org/books/titles/205469660/the-witch-of-blackbird-pond


August turns dark and wintery in northeastern Pennsylvania, Miranda, her two brothers, and 
their mother retreat to the unexpected safe haven of their sunroom, where they subsist on 
stockpiled food and limited water in the warmth of a wood-burning stove. 

The Book 
Thief 

Markus 
Zusak 

Historical 
Fiction 

It is 1939. Nazi Germany. The country is holding its breath. Death has never been busier, and 
will become busier still. Liesel Meminger is a foster girl living outside of Munich, who 
scratches out a meager existence for herself by stealing when she encounters something 
she can’t resist–books. With the help of her accordion-playing foster father, she learns to 
read and shares her stolen books with her neighbors during bombing raids as well as with 
the Jewish man hidden in her basement.  

The 
Graveyard 

Book 

Neil 
Gaiman 

Fantasy 

Although the book opens with a scary scene--a family is stabbed to death by "a man named 
Jack” --the story quickly moves into more child-friendly storytelling. The sole survivor of the 
attack--an 18-month-old baby--escapes his crib and his house, and toddles to a nearby 
graveyard. Quickly recognizing that the baby is orphaned, the graveyard's ghostly residents 
adopt him, name him Nobody ("Bod"), and allow him to live in their tomb. 

Empty 
Suzanne 

Weyn 
Science Fiction 

It's the future - the very near future - and the fossil fuels are running out. No gas. No oil. Which 
means no driving. No heat. Supermarkets are empty. Malls have shut down. Life has just 
become more local than we ever knew it could be. 
Nobody expected the end to come this fast. And in the small town of Sage Valley, decisions 
that once seemed easy are quickly becoming matters of life and death. There is hope - there 
has to be hope - but there are also sacrifices that need to be made, and a society that needs 
to be rethought. Niki, Tom, and Gwen may find what they need to survive. But their lives are 
never going to be the same again. 

Unstoppable Tim Green Sports 

If anyone understands the phrase "tough luck," it's Harrison. As a foster kid in a cruel home, 
he knows his dream of one day playing in the NFL is a long shot. Then Harrison is brought 
into a new home with kind, loving parents—his new dad is even a football coach. Harrison's 
big build and his incredible determination quickly make him a star running back on the junior 
high school team. On the field, he's practically unstoppable. But Harrison's good luck can't 
last forever. When a routine sports injury leads to a devastating diagnosis, it will take every 
ounce of Harrison's determination not to give up for good. 

 

http://www.npr.org/books/titles/205145206/maniac-magee

